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The next monthly PEARS meeting
will take place at Londt Park Sports Centre on the 19th August at 20H00.
The guest speaker will be Rob ZS2ROB, who will give a talk on Snakes in the
Eastern Cape.

Should be an interesting presentation - Rob is bringing some live examples
too!!!

See you at the meeting!!!!!

WRINKLY RAVERS
The next get together on 7th August will take place at Barnies,
Garden Centre, Circular Drive

So come and join the Wrinkled Ravers as they enjoy one anothers
company, chatting and enjoying a meal together.

See you there!

Dear fellow Radio Amateurs and
PEARS members,

What a busy month again. It seems
as though time just will not slow
down. I am proud to say that the
VW Rally has come and gone again
for another year and as for the radio
communications that we provided,
we again can be rightfully proud of
our achievements. It was well organ-
ized and well managed. Mine and
PEARS thanks go out to Bevan
ZS2RL, Chris ZS2AAW and An-

thony ZS2BA for all their organizational efforts and to each and every
Radio operator that gave of his or her own time to make this event a
highlight of the PEARS calendar.

With that, we like being your Club. What have you done for the club this
month? Get involved, it need not be in a big way but offer your services
in which ever way you can. Many hands make light work!

Amateur radio is the only fail safe communication in the world…and
that’s the way it is!

73

Donovan ZS2DL

Chairman PEARS 
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Hamnet / ECARES News

PEARS Subscription Fees Now Due
At the last meeting members voted that subs be increased to R80.00 per year for full
membership. Spouse membership and student membership will remain the same i.e
R30.00/pa.

Direct deposits into the club bank account can be made but members must use their
callsign or name as a reference for identification purposes on the bank statement.

Club bank details is 

NEDBANK SAVINGS ACCOUNT NO. 2212527594  

BANK CODE 121217 (MAIN BRANCH)

THE RADIO AMATEUR EMERGENCY SITUATION. PART 1

Recently, on one of the discussion forums of the web site of the S.
A. Radio League, Brad ZS5BG considered the formation of an
amateur emergency service alternative to Hamnet, because of one
or other disagreement. This prompted Mike ZS2FM to open up a
topic under the title of "Hamnet Should Open Up To All Licensed
Radio Amateur". This stirred up a hornets nest, with over a thousand
persons logging in and some thirty four responding, mostly in favour.
As one amateur put it, if he was in trouble, he did not care whether
it was a Hamnet member, another amateur or even a pirate who
helped him. The League's stance however is that Hamnet is a
League activity and therefore is open only to League members.
Ironically, Hamnet has made use of non-Hamnet members on occa-
sion when the need arose. this situation represents a bit of a
stalemate.

Bear in mind that the Telecommmunications Act states under
"communications by amateur radio stations" section (b) "The licen-
see is permitted in the case of an emergency, where the safety of
life and limb is at stake, to communicate with any other stations,
using the amateur bands and other bands outside the amateur
allocation to prevent loss of life, to render assistance, to call for
assistance or convey health and welfare messages directly con-
nected with the emergency communications." That means we ama-
teurs are all permitted to provide emergency communications and
indeed should be prepared to do so.

73

Al Akers ZS2U

Director Hamnet/ECARES
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Minutes of PEARS Annual General Meeting

7 June 2008 @ 1400

Scout Hall, Fordyce Rd., Walmer
Welcome.

The Chairman Donovan ZS2DL welcomed members and visitors.

Attendance.

30 Members as per the register.  The Chairman asked everybody to please
ensure that they had signed the register.

Acceptance of minutes of 2007 AGM.

Proposed: Theunis ZS2EC      Seconded:  Ashley ZS2AG.     Accepted
unanimously.

Matters arising.

Nil.

Chairman’s report.

The Chairman presented his report, and it was accepted unanimously after
being proposed by Serge ZR2SJE and seconded by Lionel ZS2DD.

Treasurer’s report.

The Treasurer Clive ZS2RT handed out copies of the year’s financial
statement, and explained a few minor points.

Acceptance proposed by Graham ZR2GIB,  seconded by Bill ZS2ABZ.
Accepted unanimously.

Motions.

There were no motions for consideration.  The Chairman reminded mem-
bers that in terms of the constitution any motions for consideration had to
be submitted to the Secretary not later than the ordinary meeting immedi-
ately preceding the AGM.

General.

1. Beavan ZS2RL reminded members of the forthcoming VW rally (11/12
July), and asked those who were able to assist to please fill in their details
on the forms provided.

2. The Scarr family and others had suggested a social/dinner evening
once every 3 months, and they would be prepared to attend to the catering.
The meeting supported the idea.  It was suggested that the first function
would be a “winter solstice” curry & rice evening.

3. Paul ZS2PG asked if there were any more candidates for the forthcom-
ing class-A RAE, because there was not much time left before registration
closed.

4. Garth ZS2HB asked what had happened to the suggestion of having
caravanning weekends.  Chris ZS2AAW suggested that perhaps it would
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Using an economy-type rotator with your TV, FM or ham
beam-type antenna? Then you probably have a direction indi-
cator that's hard-to-read, inaccurate, or in the case of home-
brew rotators, probably non-existent. However, it's easy to add
on a direction indicator using LEDs for read-out. Referring tot

he schemat ic,
note d irect ion-
sensing potenti-
ometer R1. As its
wiper moves away
f rom ground
potential, first LED
1 will light, then
LED 2 will come
on as LED 1
extinguishes; this
process continues
in numerical suc-
cession until fi-
nally LED 10 is
the only lit LED.
Coupling the pot
to your rotating
antenna's shaft
with pulleys and a

belt allows the display of LEDs to respond to antenna position.
The potentiometer pulley should have a larger diameter than
that of the antenna shaft because most potentiometers cannot
rotate through a full 360 degrees.

PARTS LIST:

C1 - 100-uF electrolytic capacitor, 35 VDC

C2-5-uF electrolytic capacitor, 10 VDC

IC1 - LM3914 LED display driver

LED 1 through LED10 - light emitting diode

R1 - 25K linear-taper potentiometer

R2 - 3900-ohm, ½ - watt resistor, 5%

R3 - 1200-ohm, ½ - watt resistor, 5%

Antennae-Bearing Indicator
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Bruce ZR2BS updates start list with QSX Editor Ashley

ZS2AG looking on during the 13th and final Stage of the

Volkswagen Rally. PEARS have provided  radio communi-

cations for the Volkswagen Rally for the past 24 years. This

was the 25th Volkswagen Rally.

HOW TO TEST YOUR REMOTE 

ZS2AL

Take your cell phone and switch to camera mode. Point the white
LED on your remote  into the camera lens. Now press any button
on your remote. If your remote is still ok you should see a white
(or any other colour) +/- 6mm circle on your camera’s display.
That is it!! As simple as that.
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be possible to arrange something to coincide with the lighthouse weekend.

Awards.

The awards manager, Barry ZS2EZ, took the floor and made the point that
although there were not as many awards as in previous years, this only
served to make them more meaningful.  He also thanked Garth ZS2HB for
the excellent graphics of the various certificates, and then made the
following presentations -

Trophies

1 ZS2OB DX Trophy:  Tiaan de Jager, ZS2Y.

2 ZS2AB Constructor’s Trophy:  Basie du Plessis, ZR2BA.

3 Ham Spirit Trophy:  Glen Cummings, ZS2GV.

4 Merit Cup:  Donovan, ZS2DL.

5 VHF Trophy:  André, ZS2ACP.  (collected by Basie ZR2BA on his
behalf).

6 PEARS Amateur Radio Operator of the Year:  André, ZS2ACP
(collected by Basie).

Appreciation Certificates:

1 Willie ZU2W, for arranging the venues for meetings and other
‘fringe benefits’.

2 Ashley ZS2AG, for his hard work in producing QSX.

3 Mitch ZS2DK and XYL Collette, for seeing to the mailing of QSX
every month.

4 Ewald ZS2EHB, for reading the Afrikaans SARL bulletin every
Sunday morning.

5 Rory ZS2BL, for reading the English SARL bulletin so competently
every Sunday.

Presentation to honorary auditor.

Donovan thanked Gus ZS2MC for auditing the club’s books, and
presented him with a small token of appreciation.

Election of committee.

With the exception of Anthony ZS2BA, all the committee members
were available for re-election.

The outgoing Chairman (Donovan ZS2DL) vacated the chair, and
Beavan ZS2RL acted as temporary chairman to preside over the
election of chairman.  However, Basie ZR2BA proposed that the
committee be re-elected en bloc. This was seconded by Chris
ZS2AAW .  The members agreed to this unanimously, and Dono-
van resumed the chair.

Basie ZR2BA indicated that he would be prepared to fill the gap left by
Anthony ZS2BA, and was duly co-opted on to the committee.

The committee for 2008/09 is therefore –

Continued from Page 4  
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Please remember that your yearly
subs are due.

Chairman: Donovan ZS2DL

Members: Chris ZS2AAW, Beavan ZS2RL, Clive ZS2RT, Eric
ZS2ECH, Glen ZS2GV, Barry ZS2EZ, Bill ZS2ABZ, Basie ZR2BA.

Portfolios to be confirmed at the first committee meeting.

In conclusion.

In closing the meeting, the Chairman asked members to please support
club events as a unified body, instead of there being a number
separate groups all participating in the same event.

The meeting closed at 1500.

Due to the rain and cold, the traditional braai did not take place.

Rally Follow-up
First things first:  on behalf of the organising committee (Chris ZS2AAW, Anthony
ZS2BA and Beavan ZS2RL) a very big ‘thank you’ to all those that helped to make

the comms for this year’s rally truly worthy of
its silver jubilee status.  

This year marked another step forward in the
march of technical evolution:  the stage times
were posted on the PEARS website soon after
being received by Results, and it worked with-
out a hitch - the official scorers got all the
information they needed from the website.
Unfortunately we do not know to what extent
the general public made use of our website to

follow the progress of the rally.  

In the second PA van, Ivan ZS2ILN and Ian ZR2IJ introduced a new innovation -
instead of monitoring the results channel to obtain the times of the various
competitors, they used a laptop and a cell phone to connect to our website.
According to them it worked a treat, far better than trying to copy times over the
radio in a noisy environment.

Unfortunately, an accident marred an otherwise joyous event.  As you all know,
some of the roads in the Longmore plantation can be somewhat challenging.  In
one particular section there were three largish rocks embedded in the road surface,
and these needed some avoiding action.  One competitor did not quite succeed –
he missed the first two, lost control when he hit the third, causing the vehicle to
swerve into a large boulder on the side of the road, and this in turn deflected the
car into the trees on the opposite side of the road.  The car was seriously bent by
the impact with a tree, resulting in the navigator’s leg being broken above the
ankle.  If memory serves me right, this is the first casavac we have had in the 24
years that we have been associated with the VW rally.

Thanks again for a job well done, and see you again next year when we do it all
again.

Continued from Page 7  
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Congratulations . 

on your birthdays

on your anniversaries

July

20 Sally Jacobs, XYL of ZS2BW

20 Vic Olivier, ZS2SZ

22 Beavan Gwilt ZS2RL

28 Leonie Gillmer XYL of Gary

ZR2LG

29 Des Pettit ZS2ABU

August 

03 Rob MacGeoghegan ZS2ROB

04 Brenda Whitehead XYL of Alan

ZS2R

06 Julia Atteridge XYL of ZS6GHJ

07 Dawn Hislop XYL of ZR2DJH

July

28 Libby and Mike Hanslow
ZS1RMS 

August 

01 Ginny ZS2GIN and Pat ZS2PJP
Pullinger

09 Jayne and David Rishworth

18 Margaret ZS2HM and Jim
France ZS2JF

10 Herman Nell ZR2NH  *

15 Serge Smetryns ZS2SJE

18 Al Akers ZS2U 

18 Ellen du Plessis XYL of ZS2BST

18 Maggie Moore XYL of ZS2IJ

19 Maureen van Rahden ZS6AVD
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Sunday Bulletins
PEARS bulletins are transmitted on

Sundays immediately after the SARL

English transmission, i.e. at about

08:45 on 7098 kHz as well as the 2

metre linked network that provides

from Butterworth to George and up to

the Free State and their environs.

PEARS 7098 or 3640 kHz transceive

facilities are also remotely linked as

needed. In addition, the SARL's 40m

operations on 7082 or 7066 kHz or

Hamnet's 7070 kHz can be remotely

patched to the 2m network in receive

only mode or with full transceive ca-

pability for interactive events.

Bulletin Roster

13th Jul Eric ZS2ECH

20th Jul Bill ZS2ABZ

27th Jul Glen ZS2GV

03rd Aug Basie ZR2BA

10th Aug Donovan ZS2DL

17th Aug Chris ZS2AAW

Please note that the

deadline for material to

Sept QSX is  the 24th

August 2008. Tks Editor
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Your Societies Committee for 2008
Committee
Chairman & Elmer Donovan van    

Loggerenberg ZS2DL 082-8524885 zs2dl@hamradio.co.za

Vice Chair, Repeaters &     
Technical Chris Scarr ZS2AAW 041-3681344 cvscarr@intekom.co.za

Secretary & Rallies Admin Beavan Gwilt ZS2RL 041-3688810 bgwilt@iburst.co.za

Treasurer / Clive Fife ZS2RT 041-3673203 cfife@absamail.co.za

Social & Technical

Support Glen Cummings ZS2GV 082-4112743 glen_vaness@telkomsa.net

Marketing & PR Basie DuPlessis ZR2BA

Catering at meetings Bill Hodges ZS2ABZ 041-5812580 hodges@absamail.co.za

Youth Development,    
Liaison between PEARS    
& Mountain Club Eric Hosten ZS2ECH 041-3681505 Eric.Hosten@nmmu.ac.za

Website, Awards &

Guest Speakers Barry Murrell ZS2EZ 041-5813561 zs2ez@zs2ez.co.za

Co-opted sub-committees
RAE Classes Admin. Donovan ZS2DL 0828524885 zs2dl@hamradio.co.za

   Class A (ZR) Training Paul Galpin ZS2PG 041-3721779 galpinp@absamail.co.za

   Class B (ZU) Training  Donovan ZS2DL 0828524885 zs2dl@hamradio.co.za

    Assessors Rory Norton ZS2DL, Chris Scarr ZS2AAW, Donovan ZS2DL, Bill ZS2ABZ.

Contests Barry ZS2EZ, Al ZS2U, Mike ZS2FM  
QSX    
   Editor Ashley ZS2AG 082-3726696 Fax 0865416386

   Mailing Mitch ZS2DK 083-7153375

PEARS' VHF/UHF, Packet & Other Services

REPEATERS

Town VHF # 145,050/650   Town UHF # 431,050/438,650   Uitenhage # 145,075/675
# - These repeaters form a separate sub-net in the PE - Uitenhage - Despatch area

Cockscomb 145,000/600    Lady's Slipper *145,100/700    Colesberg *431,075/438,675
Noupoort *431,150/438,750    Cradock *145,050/650 

* These form the PEARS long-range 2-metre repeater system, also linked to which are East
London 145,775 MHz, George 145,700, Danabaai 145,600, Stilbaai 145,750, Butterworth
145,725, King Williams Town 145,625 and Umtata (438,725 duplex). It is further extendable to
Cape Town via the WCRWG system. # These can also be linked as required.

PACKET NETWORK

ZS0NTP-2 Packet Node - Lady's Slipper 7.040 300bd, 144.625 1200bd, 434.875 9600bd,
433.800 1200bd APRS, Cape Linked Network listen-only for APRS.
ZS0NTP Packet Bulletin Board - Lady's Slipper Access via the node, or use "VIA ZS0NTP-7"
ZS0GHT-2 Packet Node - Governorskop 144.675, 438.275, 434.875
ZS0CDK-2 Packet Node - Cradock 144.675
ZS2ABZ-4 WMR918 Weather Station on APRS 144.625

BEACONS

2M Beacon (ZS2VHF CW ID, FSK) Horizontally polarised 25W ERP 144.415

6M Beacon (ZS2SIX CW ID, FSK) Horizontally polarised 25W ERP 50.005

See the PEARS web site at www.zs2pe.co.za for further details and network diagrams.
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